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they did not believe."    Especially against the
Churches did his anger burn hotly.
" They have never originated any great
movement. Whether it be the abolition of
slavery, the abolition of the drink traffic, the
abolition of child labour ; no matter what the
question, the pulpit has always kept aloof until
some mere worldling has educated the public
and made the new cause safe, profitable and
respectable. There have been splendid ex-
ceptions, but these only serve to bring the
fact as here stated into more general promin-
ence. That the masses will in time be quick-
ened into a healthy spirit of activity I have
no doubt; but, when that time comes, it will
be the work of the Socialists, not of the clergy,
which will have brought it about. One good
active branch of the Independent Labour
Party will do more to rouse the people of a
neighbourhood from their apathy than all
the churches and chapels therein put together,"
Hardie's indictment was not that of a material-
ist against the things of the spirit. Of an in-
tensely spiritual temperament himself, he was
infuriated by the materialism of religious insti-
tutions. The sense he had of " a Power behind
nature, unseen but felt," and of " a something
beyond death " which would redeem life from
being " a mere wastage," could not be discon-
nected in his mind from his duty to his fellow-
men. He did not see in Jesus the founder of an